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 Last week I was off for a “most excellent adven-
ture” with some of the grandkids for Thanksgiv-
ing, but also to celebrate our 51st wedding an-
niversary! Flying to and from Anchorage was a 
“not so excellent adventure” but the airlines did 
DOWNGRADE our seats for free…we didn’t even 
have to ask.  
 
Beautiful, majestic and very cold, in Alaska we 
saw another side of creation. Marcia and I 
drove through Denali National Park and Pre-
serve to Fairbanks, to Santa Claus House - North 
Pole, Alaska (big stop for the grandkids!) and Chena 
Hot Springs Resort just to name a few, and enjoyed 
Hawaiian breakfast, halibut, salmon fireweed jelly 
and more!  
 
This trip is a reminder to me that God is good when 
things go well, but also when flights are canceled, 
ears are freezing and black ice appears! Thank you 
all for keeping us in your prayers as we were able to 
see first hand just how diverse God’s artwork is, 
AND have a little peaceful recharge with family!  
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The Library in Fellowship Hall will be open 
Sundays - just before and after church service. 

 
Check out all the great books there that you can bor-
row!  Religious books, inspirational books, educational 
books and popular novels too.  
 

Prayer List:   

Please remember those on our prayer list and others 
who are struggling this holiday season:   

Mike Bier’s family, Mark Cockerham, Chuck Darney, 
Sue Gustafson, Blake Bennett, Rich Katroshi, Pat, Larry 
Rail, Eugen, Randy Baad and Family, Judy Nicholson, 
Russ, Jim Reynolds, Dasha Dmitrievna, Emma Kuchyn-

skaya, Slava, Larisa, Mar-
lene & Ray Law, Joan La-
rouche, Craig Lindback, Cris 
White, Matt Hendel & Linda 
Whitman, Terry & Marvin 
Snow, Jeanne, Art Bain, and 
Danny Collins, Lin and Larry 
Balog.  

If you have updates for the 

prayer list, call the church 

office. 

Lighting the Ad-

vent Candles: We 

light four candles: 1. 

The Prophecy Candle 

represents the period 

of waiting before the 

birth of Christ; 2. The 

Bethlehem Candle is a 

symbol of the preparations made to receive the Christ 

child; 3. The Shepherd’s Candle  commemorates the act of 

sharing the good news of Christ’s coming; 4. The Angel’s 

Candle speaks of love and the actual coming of Christ. 

Arlene Martin and Lisa Emmert lit the Prophecy Candle . 

 

There are lots of things to do together as a church 
family and opportunities to get to know some won-
derful members of the church!  

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall  
 

Stained Glass: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Men’s Breakfast – Thursday 7:30 a.m. at Lorelei. 
 

On Tuesdays the sanctuary is open for prayer. 8:30 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
 

Book Club:  No book club in December.  Next 

meeting is January 19 when members will read “The 
Circle Maker” by Mark Batterson.  We will learn to 
pray circles around our biggest dreams and greatest 
fears.  Kathy Sill has copies of the book for $5.  Mark 
your calendar and join us in January. 

 

Bible Study: Thursdays at 7 pm 

with Rob Kolb in Fellowship 
Hall. We have been getting really 
good reports about the Bible Study 
time—from those who are Bible 
experts and those wanting to learn 
more. 

 

Faith: Hebrews- October - Dec  2021 
Hope: Romans - January - March 2022 
Love: John - April - June 2022  
 

Monthly Lunch after Church Service: Monthly 

lunches after the church service have resumed. On 

November 18 there was a terrific cover dish meal just 

like Methodists are so famous for.  See page 11 for  

sample recipes.  

Free Books: Please feel free to take a book from the 

narthex for you or to share with someone.  
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Special Music: We are so 
fortunate to have Rich 
Russell to provide songs 
he composes—here’s 
one he wrote for his 
wife, Mary: click 
here  The congregation 
was treated to Rich singing this song  during the No-
vember 28 church service. 

Christmas Spirit in Is-

lamorada: Church member 

and Islamorada Village Council-

man, Henry Rosenthal, loves 

Christmas and the spirit of the 

season.  After elected to Council 

in November 2020, Henry asked 

the Village to make the holidays 

more festive in Islamorada by 

adding more Christmas decora-

tions. It took a year but in November, Village Council ap-

proved significantly more Christmas decorations than 

we’ve had in the 

past.   

The Islamorada wel-

come sign, the North 

Plantation Key stop 

light, Founders Park, 

the Hurricane Monu-

ment and the south-

ern entrance to Is-

lamorada at Craig 

Key, are decorated 

with LED lights, garland, wreaths, interactive selfie fea-

tures, pole mounted and ground level decorations.  A fa-

vorite is the decorated stately palms and the huge bright 

Christmas ball in front of the Hurricane Monument creating 

a fantastic “photo opportunity.”   

Henry has even more ideas for next Christmas.  Thank you 

Henry for bringing more Christmas cheer to Islamorada. 

 

Stained Glass enthusi-
ast: One of our church’s 

stained glass “groupies,” Car-
ol Wagner, and her husband 
Ron, celebrated their 55th 
wedding anniversary recent-
ly.  They took a trip to Jekyll 
Island, Georgia.  Carol was 
jubilant to see the magnifi-
cent Tiffany stained glass 
window at the Faith Chapel 

in the historic district of the island.  
And Carol and Ron were  not the 
only ones celebrating an important 
anniversary.  This year, Jekyll Island 
is celebrating the 100th Anniver-
sary of Faith Chapel’s Tiffany win-
dow!  The window was created by 
the Ecclesiastical Department of 
Tiffany Studios in New York City 
and was installed at the chapel in 
1921, 100 years ago.   

The Wagner’s also visited the 
smallest church in America on their 

trip. The tiny church is just 10’ x 15’ and has pews for 
12 people.  Carol was thrilled to see that this tiny 
church, built for travelers passing through, small as 
the church is, also had a beautiful stained glass win-
dow. 

 

 

 

 

Carol brought back commemorative cards about the anni-
versary of the Tiffany window for book club members and 
recommended the book “Clara and Mr. Tiffany” by Susan 
Vreeland, a fictionalized story of Clara Driscoll and the 
years she worked with Louis Comfort Tiffany  in New York.     
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 Christmas Traditions: Christmas is celebrated is 

both a sacred religious holiday and a worldwide cultural 

and commercial phenomenon. It’s the most wonderful 

time of the year when families come together to delight in 

time-honored traditions. Decorated trees, cheerful orna-

ments, classic holiday songs and hymns, candle light 

church services are just some of the things we look for-

ward to during the Christmas season. But, how have these 

celebrations changed over time? Join us as we take a peek 

into Christmas stories from the past told by some of our 

church members.  

Carol Wagner has fond mem-

ories of her Aunt Millie arriving at 

Christmas time from Worthing-

ton, Massachusetts, loaded down 

with gallons of homemade maple 

syrup from Millie’s sugar house 

on the farm.  Carol has never for-

gotten that special treat every 

Christmas – “The best maple syrup I ever tasted.”  There 

are just a few farmers in New England that “sugar” the 

traditional way – “tapping out” buckets of sap, boiling it 

with a hardwood fire to ensure the original maple flavor. 

Carol was lucky she had Aunt Millie when she was a child.  

Most of us settle for the Log Cabin variety of syrup with 

the artificial flavoring.  

Judy Winstel re-

members teaching Sun-

day School in a class of 

3-4 year olds.  At Christ-

mas they dressed up as 

shepherds and wise men for a church program using bath-

robes, sheets and towels to create the costumes.  For 

most of the young kids, it was their first taste of the Bible 

story about the birth of Jesus.   How thrilled they were to 

be a part of the congregation’s Christmas celebration, 

proudly stepping onto the stage in front of an audience of 

over 100 members of the church.     

Barbara Haudenshield: Christmas has become 

such a huge commercial time of year in recent decades, 

people start decorating even before Thanksgiving.  When I 

was a young child in the 1930’s, Christmas Eve meant go-

ing to bed very promptly so Santa Claus would come. 

Years later, I understood that discipline as Santa not only 

brought tangerines, walnuts, and trinkets to put in the 

stockings and nice gifts for under the tree, but he also 

brought the tree, strung  the lights, added fancy glass or-

naments, and hung the tinsel on that tree. The most mem-

orable of those years was the one when I finished opening 

the gifts under the tree before I saw a really special gift.... 

a Toy Manchester Terrier puppy on the window sill.  

I am not sure how my parents got to bed so I could, excit-

edly, wake them up early to go downstairs to see if Santa 

had come! And, we never questioned how all that stuff 

came from his sleigh!?! 

We lived in a small close knit neighbor-

hood of about 100 families with a park 

centrally located. As a Brownie, then a Girl 

Scout, I was part of a troop that decided 

to raise money to build a one room cabin 

with a large fireplace and kitchenette, in 

the park. We girls did various kinds of jobs 

for anyone and everyone, charging a quar-

ter an hour. After several years our dream 

came true, surely with some financial support we weren’t 

aware of at the time. The cabin was built. There was a 

large pine tree in the park and a new Christmas Eve tradi-

tion emerged with the whole neighborhood gathering 

about 8 o’clock to sing Christmas carols around the deco-

rated tree, then gathering in the Girl Scout cabin for hot 

cider and cookies.  

Esther Dieujuste reports that in 

Haiti when she was young, each 

year the churches wrote and record-

ed an original song which was en-

tered into a contest. The recordings 

were played in November and part 

of December and then a winner was 

declared.  
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Gail Gargano: Gail grew up in the Bronx.  She re-

members what a close-knit neighborhood it was – stores 

along the street with apartments above all along “the 

Avenue.” Every day after school the kids all played out-

side. Everyone knew everyone in the neighborhood.  

Gail’s father, Paul, owned Paul’s 5₵ & 10₵ store. The 

store was a true department store, selling toys, small 

appliances, fabric and yarn, hardware, magazines, candy 

and more.  Gail worked at the store from when she was 

12 until she graduated from college.  Gail’s family worked 

long hours during the Christmas season and well after 

normal closing hours on Christmas Eve,  to make sure 

that all of their customers were able 

to get Christmas decorations and 

special gifts before the big day.   

When she was five, Gail got a Shirley 

Temple doll for Christmas, her 

dream come true!   And then every 

Christmas her dad placed the doll 

dressed in Christmas pajamas under 

a Christmas tree that decorated 

their store window. Christmas day was a rare day off and 

the whole family, including aunts and uncles and cousins 

gathered to eat, play cards and board games and then 

eat some more.    

Rich Russell remembers that Ruth Albury, the youth 

choir director at Matecumbe United Methodist Church, 

had a pump organ and from about 1962 to 1968 the 

church kids were loaded into a couple trucks with the 

organ and made several stops around town singing 

Christmas carols,  much to the delight of local residents. 

Each year through the 1990’s Rev. Dick Smith directed a 

Christmas Cantata on a Sunday night before Christmas, 

featuring both the adult choir (Oma Russell director) and 

the youth choir (Ruth Albury director).   

Some familiar names were in that choir: Rich Russell, 

Juanita Russell Knudsen, Kirby Klys, Janet Wood, Alan 

Wood, Randy Baad, Carl Lindback, Danny Cockerham, JC 

Russell, Buddy and Jack Pinder, Frankie and Gary Broth-

ers and Sheryl Guerry.  

Sue Miller: When I was in kindergarten, a small public 

elementary school in 1949, my class, just 15 of us, were to 

memorize the story of the birth of Jesus from the Bible, Luke 

2:8-14.  I was the only one in the kindergarten able to remem-

ber the whole thing. Shy as I was, I got up on the stage and re-

cited : “And in that region there were shepherds out in the 

field….”  When I was done, I heard my big sister cheering!  I’ll 

never forget that Bible verse or my big sister’s cheers. She still 

cheers for me. But I don’t think there are still public school chil-

dren reciting from the Bible for Christmas programs. 

Sending Christmas cards was an important tradition for the 

Spences. My dad was an amateur photographer long before 

digital cameras.  He developed the film in a makeshift darkroom 

– our one and only bathroom!  Certainly disrupting bath time. 

Dad created unique Christmas cards starring his three daugh-

ters. The Christmas card tradition continued until my mother 

died in 1994.  The Christmas cards were the Spence family’s 

opportunity to keep in touch with special friends.  When the 

cards were exchanged, happy memories came to mind of the 

joys people bring to each other. Before she died, my mother 

had over 500 dear friends she kept in touch with every Christ-

mas via the unique and personal cards, hand addressed with 

personal notes on most.   
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Ken Knudsen: What stories the Knudsens can tell! 

Ken’s mother, Cynthia, now 93, loved to ride horses 

through Central Park as a young teenager, so it was quite a 

celebration in 1945 when she received her very own horse 

for Christmas at age 14.  But perhaps Cynthia’s most fasci-

nating Christmas memories were of her uncle who in the 

early 1920s, when commercial transatlantic flights were a 

novel thing,  flew across the Atlantic to play the banjo for 

England’s Queen Mary!   

When he was just a small 

child, Ken remembers 

riding around Miami in a 

red Ford pick-up truck 

with his father, a con-

struction supervisor, vis-

iting job sites. At the young age of 5, Ken got a steel erector 

set for Christmas as he surely wanted to be able to build 

just like dad.   

Ken’s funniest story – when Rachel and K.C. were quite 

young, they crawled into bed together on Christmas Eve, 

barely able to sleep as they were so anxious for Santa to 

arrive.  In the middle of the night they finally heard noises – 

that clatter on the rooftop – surely the “miniature sleigh, 

and eight tiny reindeer….” Little did they know, their dad 

had crawled up on the rooftop and was jumping up and 

down sounding just like jolly ole St. Nick.   

Henry Rosenthal recalls when he was about four 

years old the family returned home on Christmas Eve from 

a visit with his grandparents. When he got home, his father 

picked him up and rushed him through the living room to 

his bedroom.  What was going on!  Young Henry didn’t 

know why he was restricted in this way. Santa had come a 

bit early to put up the Christmas tree and decorate both 

the tree and living room, leaving gifts.   

His parents were trying to hide the decorated living room 

and hold off the excitement reserved for Christmas Day 

when Henry was supposed to wake up early and see what 

Santa did “overnight.”  Henry still remembers how upset he 

was... Over 75 years later!  

  

Kathy Sill and her family traveled for over 12 hours 

when she was young to visit the grandparents in Oklaho-

ma every Christmas.  The car was crowded with three 

kids, parents, two dachshunds and a trunk full of gifts 

and suitcases. The roads were often icey.  Her grandpar-

ents lived on a farm so the kids loved to see the cows, 

chickens, guinea fowl, and the horse.  They pushed the 

stray cat around the farm in a baby buggy. When they 

got to the farm for Christmas they would cut down a 

fresh pine tree and help decorate it with glass orna-

ments, lights and tinsel.  Grandma was adored by the 

kids, loving her fresh baked coconut candy, fudge and 

cookies.  Kathy caught her very first fish at the pond on 

the farm with a cane pole. No they didn’t eat it – it was a 

goldfish.   

It was when Kathy was about 7-8 years old that she first 

figured out that she had been tricked, regarding Santa. 

The adults sent the kids out to the barn and when they 

returned to the farmhouse, there were the gifts from 

Santa Claus!  Kathy just knew that something wasn’t 

right!  She knew then that Santa wasn’t real. 

Borden Makepeace: Born in 1934, Borden insists 

that his memory is just fine.  In fact he remembers Christ-

mas when he was just three years old.  He had a cousin 

10 weeks older than he was and they went to their 

grandparents for Christmas.  There were two wonderful 

gifts, riding toys.  Borden loved one and his cousin loved 

the other.  It wasn’t until the next day that Borden found 

out that both had been gifts for him.  So why was his 

cousin riding his Christmas present?  A major fight be-

tween the boys ensued with loads of screaming.  

Borden reported that back then, he had hair but no 

teeth.  His cousin had teeth but no hair.   With no hair for 

Borden to pull,  Borden pulled both of his cousin’s ears.  

Borden’s aunt, the cousin’s mother, insisted that the 

fight was fair as, after all, it was Borden’s riding toy!  

Hard to imagine that Borden would be a fighter, but if 

you have no hair, you might want to stay away from Bor-

den and his wheelchair.   
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  Smiles at the Convalescent Center  

Shopping Day:Members of the Methodist Church and the 

Community Ministries at First Baptist created a joint project to bring 

smiles to residents of the Convalescent Center  on Plantation 

Key.  On Friday, Nov 19, the two organizations created a one day boutique with a 

variety of personal items: donated clothes, jewelry, blankets and stuffed ani-

mals.  The residents "bought" items of their choice.  Their payment - the rewarding 

smiles residents displayed.  Nan Inches came up with this idea and what a great 

event it was.  The plan was such a success, the volunteers hope to do it quarterly.  

             Click here for the heartwarming video created by Carlos G, the Village social media specialist.   

Christmas Trees For Resident’s Rooms 

Nan Inches, Carol Wagner, Arlene Martin and Betty Pfeifer assembled 70 small artificial 

trees, added fairy battery lights, glitter ornaments, sea shells, and a snowflake topper 

for the convalescent home residents to decorate their rooms for the holidays!   

 

 

 

Talk about smiles!  The residents of the convalescent center really 

love the special attention they get from our church family.  
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  Ladies Lunch to Bring More Smiles to the Convalescent Center  

 Saturday Dec 4 there was a ladies lunch at Fellowship Hall—a great opportunity to socialize while also supporting 

the special mission to bring Christmas to residents of the nursing home.  Nursing home residents made up a wish 

list and the ladies at the lunch could adopt a resident by contributing to purchase items from the wish list.   

And what a lovely luncheon it was,  Thank you! 
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  Ladies Lunch to Bring More Smiles to the Convalescent Center  
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Our Photo Album 

Advent centerpieces by 

Nan and Kathy 
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Some Favorite  Recipes 

Grandma’s Corn Pudding 

(Connie and Margaret) 

5 eggs 

1/3 cup butter ; melted 

1/4 cup granulated sugar 

1/2 cup milk 

4 tablespoon corn starch 

1 12-oz can corn  plus 2 12-oz can cream corn 

Preheat oven to 400 

Grease a 2 quart casserole dish. 

In a large bowl, lightly beat eggs. 

Add melted butter, sugar and milk. 

Slowly whisk in cornstarch. 

Stir in corn and creamed corn. 

Blend well and pour mixture into prepared dish. 

Bake for 1 hour. 

 

 

Chocolate Éclair Dessert  

(Gerry Ferris)   

2 packages of instant French vanilla pudding or vanilla 3oz size 

3 cups of milk 

1 container cool whip 

1 can milk chocolate frosting 13X9 pan. 

Line pan with graham crackers 

Mix together puddings, milk. 

Add container of cool whip, blend thoroughly 

Apply half of pudding mix on the cracker layer. 

Place second layer of crackers on top of mix  

Put remaining half of pudding on crackers, cover with crackers 

Melt chocolate frosting (remove top and microwave for 30 sec) 

Frost cake 

Refrigerate overnight for best results 

Ingredients 

1 (10 ounce) package of frozen brussels sprouts in butter sauce 

1(14 ounce) can quartered artichoke hearts 

1/2 cup mayonnaise  

2 tsp lemon juice 

1/4 tsp celery salt 

1/8 tsp ground red pepper 

1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese 

1/4 cup sliced almonds 

Directions 

Cook brussels sprouts according to directions  

Drain artichoke hearts and arrange brussels sprouts and arti-

chokes in a lightly greased 1-quart casserole 

Combine mayonnaise & next four ingredients; spoon over vege-

tables, Sprinkle with almonds 

Bake at 325 degrees for 20 minutes or until casserole is thor-

oughly heated 

Yield: 4 servings 

Tip—slice sprouts and artichokes in smaller pieces 

Brussels Sprouts and Artichoke Casserole 

(Carol Majors) 
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